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These words not only indicate that there were many
incarnations taken by the 'ego* in us in the past,
but that it shall again continue manifesting in number-
less incarnations in the future too. In short, the
present life in this form upon the earth is but an inci-
dent in the Eternal Existence of the Soul.
Generations after generations come upon the
surface of the earth, feed themselves, grow to maturity,
breed their kind and die away yielding their place to
the new crowd of the latest generation ! This idea
has been here expressed in this unforgettable meta-
phor taken from the birth, growth and decay of the
seasonal weeds. Weeds grow up during the rainy
season and soon thrive themselves to flower forth,
and, in a couple of months, they fulfil themselves in
their seeds and die away. So too man must yield
his place for his children to flourish.
Nachiketas is here hinting to his father that life
must necessarily end after a period of existence and
that, compared to the Endless Time, the life span of
an individual ego living on this globe is but momen-
tary. The general import suggested is that when life
is so fleeting why should one stoop down to perpetrate
Adkarmas, tempted., by one's own delusions and
false attachments ? This is indeed a very strong argu-
ment raised by the son to help the father to come to
a final decision and allow the youngster to leave for
the Palace of Death, and thus, thereby fulfil the idle
words of the preceptor-father.